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WheƑƄ Ɲƨ I beƆƈƧ? 



BegƈƍƧƢnƆ ƭhe CƎƋƥƞge SƄƚƑƜh PƑoƜƄsƒ

The Goal:
Find

colleges 
that are the 

right fit
for you!



DecƈƒƢoƧ FƀcƓƨƫs:
• Size
• Location
• Campus personality
• Entrance Requirements
• Majors available
• The school’s commitment to a 

particular major
• Diversity
• Religious Affiliation
• Athletics/Activities
• Reputation 
• Cost…



ConƒƈƝƞriƍƠ tƇƄ CƨƬt…
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

• How much can your family afford?
– (including tuition, books, travel, spending money, etc)

• Public School
– Lower tuition

• Don’t let the initial cost of college dissuade you from applying
• Consider applying for scholarships...

** Please visit Naviance regularly to stay 
informed regarding Scholarship 
and financial aid links!  **

Private School
– May have more financial resources & 

offer more Aid



 4 - Year Colleges and Universities
•Liberal Arts Schools
•Ivy League Schools
•Private Colleges
•Public Colleges
•Technical Universities
Other OPTIONS
• Gap Year
• Entering the workforce
• Military 

PosƓ-SecƎƍƝƚrƘ OƩtiƎƍƬ:

Specialized Institutions
• Music conservatories
• Art schools
• Culinary schools
• Health sciences
•Technical schools 

2 -Year Colleges
•Two-year private schools
•Community colleges
•Guaranteed transfer programs



GetƓƈƧg SƓƚƫteƃ
• Begin in the winter of your 

Junior year
• Talk to older friends/family 

about their experiences
• Identify possibilities
• Know your resources
• Research



YoƔr ªƨƋƥegƄ SƞaƑƜh SƇoƔƥd AƋƬo °nƂƥƔdƞ:

College visits!
• Best to go when school is in 

session
• Take a campus tour
• Attend an open house
• Overnight stays 
    with a sibling or friend
• Visit actual classes while in 

session
• Interview?



HelƏƟƔl WƞƁƬitƄƒ Ɵƨr Ɠơe CƎlƋƞƠe SƄƚrƂơ:

• CSO College Center: www.CSOCollegeCenter.org
• The College Board: www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org
• KnowHow2Go: www.knowhow2go.org
• Hobson’s CollegeView: www.collegeview.com
• Peterson’s: www.petersons.com
• Colleges That Change Lives: www.ctcl.org
• College Visits: www.college-visits.com



JunƈƨƑ CoƥlƄƆƞ PƥanƍƈƧg MƞeƓƈƧgƒ

• Counselors 
– present to juniors in small 

groups
– meet with each student 

individually
– will meet with students and 

parents upon request
• Parents and students can use 

Naviance at home



WhaƓ ƀƫƞ coƋƥƄgƞƒ ƥoƎkƢƍƠ foƑ?

• Grades in core academic classes
– strength of program 

• Overall GPA
• SAT/ACT tests
• Essay or writing sample
• Teacher/Counselor recommendations
• Activities/Special talents
• Visits and Interviews



AdƌiƬsƈƨƍƬ VocƀƁƮƥarƘ:
• Common App: an online college application that allows students to apply to any of the 500 

schools that are a member of it. 
• Early Decision: Binding admission process where the student applies to their first decision 

school and, if accepted, they must withdraw all other applications from other schools (around 
Nov.1)

• Early Action: The non-binding admission process whereby the student applies to college(s) in 
the fall and it typically has an earlier deadline (around Nov. 15)

• Regular Admission: Non-binding admission process where students apply in the winter, and 
learn of acceptance or denial in the spring. 

• Restrictive Early Action: non-binding admission process which restricts how students can 
apply to other colleges. 

• Rolling admission: students are offered or denied admission throughout the calendar year. 
• Priority admission: Application given special consideration based on when the application is 

received by the college 



TA²°ÏG Ð¾ÏERºÉ°P
• The college admissions process calls for trust and a new kind of teamwork;  “directing” needs to 

give way to “guiding”

• Getting into college, despite your inexperience and busy schedule, is something you must do for 
yourself

• College admissions officers are eager to hear about the student 
     from the student

It’s time to be 
    your own 
    advocate!



StaƍƝƀrƃƢƳed TƄƒƭƢnƆ

SAT?
ACT?
SAT II?
Test Optional?
www.fairtest.org 

KnoƖ ưhƀƓ ƭhƞ ƂoƥlƄƆƞƬ on ƘƎƮƫ liƒƭ 
arƄ ƋƨoƤƈnƆ Ɵƨr…



Regƈƒƭƞr ƅoƫ tƇƄ ƭƞsƓ…
• Students register online: 
SAT - www.collegeboard.org 
ACT - www.actstudent.org 

• These websites also have useful 
resources such as practice tests, 
study and test-taking tips, 
college searches, etc.

• If you are a free or reduced lunch 
student, please spee your 
counselor about a fee waiver



Sat I° – SubƉƄƜt Tƞƒƭs
• Selective colleges require subject tests for admission
• 1 hour in length (take up to three tests on one test date)
• Score Range 200 – 800 
• All tests are not offered on all dates... 

   Be sure to 
plan ahead!!



TesƓ ·ƫƄp/CoƀcƇƢƧg PƑoƠrƀƌƬ
• PSAT Score Report - identify specific strengths and areas of need
• Mock and practice tests are available
• Different Preparation Options:

– Test Prep Programs and Classes 
– MHS Classes
– Test Prep Books
– READ!!



YoƔr ªƨƋƥegƄ SƞaƑƜh SƓaƫtƒ Wƈƭh…

RegƈƒƭƞriƍƠ ƀnƃ ƥƨgƆiƧg Ǝƍ ƭƨ

On Ɠơe GƔƢdaƍƜƄ wƞƁƬitƄ.



Do ƀ ªƨlƋeƠƄ SƞarƂơ...



RefƄƑƞƧce SƂƀƭtƞƑƠraƌƬ...



SeƄ ¾hƞƍ ÄoƥlƄƆƞ ReƩs ƀƑƞ ViƬƈtƢƍƠ M¯Ô...

• sign up to attend meetings via Naviance
• Meeting reminders e-mailed a day before college visit
• Teachers must give you a pass to attend!



FinƀƋ »ơƨugƇƭs Ǝƍ ƭhƞ CoƋƥƄgƞ SeƀƑƜh…

• From all of your research, 
make a list of 10-12 schools 
that are potential fits

• Do more extensive research on 
those schools

• Trim that list to eight to ten 
by September of your senior 
year and begin applying



Thiƒ ƈƬ ƚn eƗƜƈtƢƍƠ tiƌƄ!  
• Remember to have fun visiting 

campuses and learning about 
what makes each one unique  

• Remember that there is more 
than one college out there for 
you

• Try to minimize stress by 
keeping all lines of 
communication open and 
seeing your counselor often

GoƎd ƋƮƜk! 


